
A Table in the Wilderness 

“Can God really spread a table in the wilderness?” --Psalm 78:18-19 

 

I. Two stories of God’s provision for His people when they experience difficult 
circumstances 
A. God’s provision in the wilderness for Israel (Psalm 78:1-22) 

1. God is looking for a loyal people—remembering His deeds and keeping His 
commands (Psalm 78:7-8). 

2. Our response to God in difficult times is more important than we think. It is 
nothing less than an opportunity for the next generation to know God (Psalm 
78:4-8). 

3. How horrible a short memory is when we forget the goodness of God (Psalm 
78:19-22). 
 

B. It would be great for God’s people not to stumble over the issue of provision over 
and over again. The first disciples initially had the same problem (Mark 6:34-44; 
8:14-21). 
1. They couldn’t remember the recent testimony of the past and apply it to the 

present.  
2. Jesus asked them some serious questions. He asks the same questions to us (Mark 

8:17-21). “Are your hearts hardened?” “Don’t you remember?”  
 

 

II. The critical question for us today: “Is Jesus in your boat?” Our first thoughts 
cannot be, “Oh, if we just had an immunization!” or “Oh, if we just had 
enough money, think what we could do!” The real question for us today must 
be, “Is Jesus in our boat, or not?” 
A. Jesus blesses us with provision but multiplies it when we give it away. Our primary 

focus today should be our willingness to find creative ways to give away what God 
has given us (Isaiah 58:6-12).  

B. The Mercy Warehouse is a gift from God to show us how to be a “community in the 
wilderness.” We can meet large numbers of people at the point of their deepest 
needs physically and spiritually. 

C. You can create a “community in the wilderness” right where you live. “You give 
them something to eat,” and then let God multiply it (Mark 6:37, 42-44). 

 

III. Taking your spiritual temperature 
A. How big does this pandemic seem to you? “The One who is in you is greater than the 

one who is in the world” (by a LOT) (I John 4:4)! 
B. The whole world order has been made flexible and open to us in this time of 

change. Everyone is looking for wisdom, and we know where to find it (James 1:1-
8). 

C. Has the current situation caused you to grow cold toward God? Toward others? 
Toward the governing authorities? 
1. God’s real agenda is right at the door (Matthew 24:12-14). 
2. Your prayers and actions matter (I Timothy 2:1-3; Matthew 5:13-16). 
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