
The Master’s Business 

John 15:1-17 

 

I. The key to understanding the vine and branches analogy is found in 
John 15:9, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you. Now 
remain in my love.” 
A. Our first step into the love of the Father is accepting the free gift of forgiveness 

Jesus bought at the cross (John 3:16; I John 1:9).  
B. Jesus experienced supernatural, ongoing affection from the Father. (John 5:19-20) 

As believers we can enter that same love through the ongoing ministry of the Holy 
Spirit (Romans 8:14-16). 

 
II. Keeping the Father’s commands and remaining in His love mean to see 

people the way Jesus does and love them with the generosity and 
power God gives every believer. We are friends doing the Master’s 
business (John 15:9-15). 
A. Receiving forgiveness and feeling the tenderness of God makes you uniquely able to 

be kind to others in their weakness, “We love, because He first loved us” (I John 
4:19). 

B. When we see the problems and hardships of others and begin to do something 
about it, we cease being “hired hands” and enter the Master’s business as friends. 
This is a part of remaining in God’s love and keeping His commands (John 15:9, 10). 
1. We can “look, see, and do something about it” (Mother Teresa). 

2. “Seeing” what to do comes from the pool of affection we feel from the Father 
and His compassion for the world (John 5:19-20; Mark 5:35-43; Luke 7:11-15; 
John 11:33-37). 

 

III. We are appointed and chosen to “Go and bear fruit—fruit that will last” 
(John 15:16). Keeping the Father’s commands and remaining in His love 
revolve around doing business in His name. This is not a “perfection 
mission.” This is a “loving the world” mission that uses the tenderness God 
has shown us and launches out in faith (John 15:15-17). 
A. God trains us to do the Master’s business. He expects us to shoulder the 

responsibility with the care and ownership of sons and daughters. 
1. “You give them something to eat” (Mark 6:34-44). 
2. Mark 8:14-21—“Do you still not understand?” 
3. It is not a time to hide just because we are in a different situation; it is a time 

to aggressively give away what we have been given. 
B. This is also a time to be creative. What kind of creative possibilities for loving the 

world are in the phrase? “Whatever you ask for in my Name the Father will give 
you” (John 15:16,17). And what kind of joy awaits those who are about the Father’s 
business? (John 15:10-11) 
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