
Spreading the Enemy’s Letter before the Lord 

I. Sometimes bad things happen to good people, because “…the devil 
prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (I 
Peter 5:6-11). 
A. There is no shame in being attacked or in experiencing suffering. We are in good 

company with the great family of believers around the world—both in the past and 
in the present (I Peter 5:8-10). 

B. However, there is a process by which we become “strong, firm, and steadfast” 
after we “have suffered for a little while” (I Peter 5:10). King Hezekiah went 
through this process as a godly person and faithful leader (II Kings 18:5-6). 

C. In Hezekiah’s fourteenth year of rule, the Assyrian king, Sennacherib came to 
conquer Jerusalem, even after Hezekiah had tried to pay him off with the treasure 
of the palace and the temple (II Kings 18:13-22, 26-30). 

 

II. Sometimes God lets things go from bad to worse until we start 
responding to evil the way God wants us to respond. 
A. At first King Hezekiah didn’t fully trust the Lord. He tried to cope with the bad 

situation by trying to pay the enemy off. 

B. When his enemies came, despite the payoff, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth, 
and went into the temple. Then he asked Isaiah, the prophet, to fight for Israel and 
pray for them (II Kings 19:1-4).  

C. Isaiah’s response is recorded in II Kings 19:5-7. The situation got a little better and 
then much worse (II Kings 19:8-13). 

  
III. Finally, Hezekiah got so provoked he marched into the temple of God, 

spread out the letter from the enemy before the Lord, and prayed (II Kings 
19:14-19). 
A. Something was different this time. He became “strong, firm, and steadfast” before 

the Lord (I Peter 5:10), and the Lord responded (II Kings 19:20-22, 27-28, 32-37). 

B. This is the attitude we now need in order to deal with the Covid crisis. We need to 
spread the enemy’s letter before the Lord with confidence (Hebrews 4:14-16). 

C. We are not helpless; we are God’s Beloved. 
 

IV. After all these trials, more terrible trouble came to godly King 
Hezekiah (II Kings 20:1).  

 A. This story illustrates the great grace in prayer we have with God, not only as kings 
 and priests, but as sons and daughters (II Kings 20:1-11). 

 B. We see in this story the victorious place God wants to take us as we pray through 
our  trials (Isaiah 38:9-20). 

  1. “By such things people live” (Isaiah 38:16) We live by testimonies of God’s grace 
  and create new testimonies. Our spirit finds life in all of this. 

  2. God wants us to live in a constant place of victory, adoration, and praise as we  
  pray along with the Spirit (Isaiah 38:18-20; Romans 8:26-28, 31-39). 
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