
Don’t Be Afraid—Just Believe! 

Mark 5:21-43 

 

I. The reason you don’t have to be afraid is because of God’s 
overwhelming love for you and willingness to help you. This deep 
understanding lies at the very heart of knowing Jesus and 
belonging to Him.  
A. The woman with the bleeding condition reveals something about the very 

nature of God (Mark 5:27-34). She touches Him in desperation, courage, and 
deep unworthiness, and Jesus calls it faith! Aren’t you glad (Mark 5:34)?  

B. There is a law of compassion working with our faith that draws power and 
healing from God. Jesus really loves us and likes to heal us. 

C. This is the truth that sets the scene for the miracle of resurrection that 
happens in Jairus, the synagogue leader’s household. 

 

II. Jairus (like us) had to make the decision to believe despite his 
overwhelming sadness, and despite the unbelief and bitterness in 
his own household. When Jesus suggested a different outcome, 
the people of Jairus’ household “laughed at him” (Mark 5:38-40). 
A.  In this Covid crisis and every other crisis, we always find ourselves at the 

same crossroads as Jairus and his household. Are we going to believe and 
minister in Jesus’ name or not? Everything gets reduced to  “Don’t be afraid, 
just believe” (Mark 5:36). 

B. The problem with the despair and anger is that we become blinded to the 
wisdom and humble provision God has for us (E.g., Elisha and Naaman, II 
Kings 5:11-14). 

C. Sometimes all we have in the midst of our problems is weakness and trust. 
But that is enough. Otherwise, Jesus wouldn’t have simply said, “Don’t be 
afraid, just believe.”  

 
III. The deeper issue for us as God’s people is that God is jealous over 

us and takes pride in our well-being. He considers us “the people 
of his pasture, the flock under his care” (Psalm 96:7-9). (Example 
of the shepherds of Jesus’ day)  
A. Our belief is deeper than for a miracle here and there. Faith is the lifestyle 

and privilege of God’s “treasured possession” prophesied by Malachi (Malachi 
3:17-18) and purchased by the blood of Jesus (Acts 20:28). 

B. Today we “will again see the distinction between the righteous and the 
wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not” (Malachi 3:18). 

C. “However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth” (Luke 
18:1-8)?  
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