
A Fish Story (Jonah 1-4) 

I. Jonah’s story is our story. It is the story of how God shows us deep 
compassion despite our rebellion. It is also the story of the mercy of 
God as He sends us to minister to evil people (Jonah 1:1-17). 
A. Jonah was a prodigal prophet who lived around the middle 700s B.C. Assyria 

eventually conquered Israel in 722 B.C. 
B. In the opening verses of Jonah 1, we see God calling Jonah to prophesy against the 

wicked city of Nineveh, capital of the Assyrian Empire. Assyria was located 500 
miles to the northeast of Jonah’s home. Instead of obeying God, Jonah decided to 
head 2,000 miles west on a boat bound for Tarshish (Spain). 

C. Why did Jonah not want to go to Nineveh? 
1. The Assyrians were brutal people. 
2. There is another reason hidden in Chapter 4. 

D. The ship Jonah was on reminds us of the current situation we are in (Jonah 1:4-6). 
1. All the sailors were afraid and “each cried out to his own god” (Vs. 5). 
2. The church cannot fall asleep and hope to ride out the storm. “Get up and call 

on your God” is our call (Jonah 1:6). 
 

II. Like Jonah, we can pray the most powerful prayers in the universe—
the prayer for mercy, and the prayer of repentance (Jonah 2:1-10). 
A. Jonah instructs us when the seaweed is wrapped around our heads (Jonah 2:5-7). 

B. And we see the power of a prayer of heartfelt repentance. (Jonah 2:8-10).  
C. We also see in Jonah 3 the dramatic change of heart in Nineveh. Nineveh repented, 

and God relented because of Jonah’s preaching (Jonah 3:1-10). 
  

III. In Jonah 4:1-3, we see the real reason Jonah didn’t want to go to Nineveh. 
He knew about the graciousness of God. He was afraid the Ninevites would 
repent. God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry”(Jonah 4:4)? 
A. Sometimes I can’t see God’s compassion for people because of all the trash laying 

around (E.g. my trash can experience and the angry politics of our time).  

B. How will we respond if God saves all kinds of people and it takes some time for 
them to take all their grave clothes off? The Law of Compassion always reigns 
supreme. 

C. God eventually allowed the Assyrians to destroy Israel in 722 B.C., because Israel 
repeatedly turned away from God. But they could not remain in Judah under 
Hezekiah’s rule because he walked with God. (Isaiah 37:36-38). 

 

IV. The summary of Jonah (Jonah 4) 
A. God is sovereign over all the nations and concerned about each one.(Joshua 5:13-

15) 
B. God loves His Church and wants us to show compassion in difficult circumstances. 
C. God has uniquely qualified us as His ambassadors to the world, even in its 

wickedness. 
1. “Is it right for you to be angry” (Jonah 4:4,9)? 
2. God  reminded Jonah that he was happy about grace that was shown to him. 

Why not be happy for Nineveh? (Jonah 4:10-11) 
D. The Golden Rule of Jesus (Luke 6:35-38; I John 4:19) 
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