
Strength in Weakness 

II Corinthians 12:1-10  
 

I. The great Apostle Paul believed that letting Christ be strong in his weakness was 
the best way to advance the cause of Christ and to fulfill God’s purpose for his 
life. 

 
A. Paul wasn’t trying to be super-good or super-holy. He simply wanted Christ’s 

power to rest on Him (II Corinthians 12:9). 
B. Paul did not let negative circumstances intimidate him (II Corinthians 12:10). 
C. Paul’s suffering was part of the equation that released apostolic power and 

revelation (II Corinthians 12:11-13). 
 
II. God seems to allow weakness and suffering in our lives. But we can let our sorrows 

work for us. Faith is required (Hebrews 11:6). 
 

A. We live like the great throng of believers before us “whose weakness was 
turned to strength” (Hebrews 11:32-34). 

B. We are children of Abraham—the father of all who believe (Romans 4:16). 
Abraham didn’t even “know where he was going” (Hebrews 11:8). But he knew 
his ultimate destination was heaven (Hebrews 11:16). 

C. Jesus’ crucifixion was the ultimate example of strength in weakness. 
1.  His weakness satisfied the requirements of God that resulted in the 

 ultimate power over death. 
2.  Jesus said we could move mountains with “faith as small as a grain of 

 mustard seed” (Matthew 17:20). 
   

III. Strength in Weakness—the Life of David (God’s Worshiping Warrior) 
 

A. The story of David and Goliath (I Samuel 17:41-53) 
1. Coming against your problems “in the name of the Lord Almighty” (I 

Samuel 17:45) 
2. Your battle is the Lord’s battle (I Samuel 17:47). 
3. The battle on that day was physical and spiritual (I Samuel 17:50-53). 

B. The power of remembering past victories (I Samuel 17:33-37) 
C. The weakness of worship and prayer was the key to David’s success.  

1. David cherished the presence of the Lord in worship and prayer. We face 
the Lord, and He faces our enemies (Psalm 27:1-8, 13-14). 

2. Like David, our greatest danger is to become self-sufficient (Psalm 
51:10-17).  
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