
The Blessing of the Generous 

“It’s more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35)  
 

I. The word translated “blessed” (makarios) can also be translated 
“happy.” 

 
A. Helping the weak is the context of Acts 20:35 and is a major theme throughout 

the Bible. 
B. There are two senses of being blessed or happy.  

1. One sense is an overall feeling of well-being. 
2. The second is the idea of receiving benefit or advantage. Sowing and 

reaping is a spiritual law that permeates all creation (II Corinthians 9:6-8). 
There is more than one kind of sowing (giving). 

 

II. The first gift you give God is worship. This means you shift your 
focus away from yourself and toward God and His desires for your 
life. 

 
A. First we give our trust and faith to Jesus to save us from our separation from 

God. We give our agreement to God about our situation (I John 1:9, 10). 
B. Then we allow God to fill us with His Holy Spirit (Acts 1:7, 8; Eph. 5:17-18). 
C. We become generous givers like God (John 3:16; Matthew 22:37-40). 

 

III. God is the most generous person in the universe. 
 

A.  He gave forgiveness when we didn’t deserve it by sending His own Son to die in 
our place (Romans 8:1-4). 

B.  God gives us His supernatural presence, culminating in eternal life when we 
die (Romans 8:9-11). 

C.  God gives us overwhelming love in this life (Romans 8:14-16). 
D.  God causes all things to work together for our good and graciously gives us all 

things (Romans 8:28-32). 
E.  Jesus intercedes for us before the throne of God (Romans 8:33-39). 

 

IV. Types of giving that yield great blessings (Luke 6:38) 
 

A. Giving your time and affection to the Lord—thanksgiving, praise, and prayer (I 
Thessalonians 5:16-18; Matthew 6:5-7) 

B. Giving away kindness and time to others (Proverbs 11:17; 18:1; Matt. 5:46-48) 
C. Giving mercy and forgiveness to others (Matthew 5:7; 6:14-15; Luke 6:27-38) 
D. Financial giving (Proverbs 3:9-10; 11:24-25; 21:13) 
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