
Christmas Joy 

I. By God’s design, Christmas is to be a season of joy. Joy is not a lofty 
ideal to be pursued only by special people or in special seasons. Joy 
comes from the heart of God to the whole world through Jesus. 

 
A. Mary’s joy (Luke 1:26-31) 

1. The word of favor released to Mary (vs. 28) is also God’s pronouncement 
to the whole world. 

2. John the Baptist responded in joy to this favor in his mother’s womb. He 
leaped for joy when he heard Mary’s greeting (Luke 1:39-45). 

B. God wants to fill every person with good things—especially His joy! The only 
qualifications necessary seem to be faith, hunger, and humility (Luke 1:45-53). 

 

II. Heaven is happy, and not just on special occasions. The joy of the Lord 
couldn’t be contained on Christmas. Joy spilled out onto the earth 
(Luke 2:4-20). 

 
A.  God is happy in Himself, in His essence. We think He is like  us, and is happy 

 only when certain things are in order. I Timothy 1:11 calls God the “blessed” or 
 “happy” God. 

B.  God delights to sing and rejoice over you (Zephaniah 3:17). 
C.  One of the key goals of Jesus’ teaching was that His joy would remain in us, 

 and that our joy would be complete—nothing missing (John 15:9-13; I John 5:3). 

 
III. For the joy set before Him, Jesus endured the cross (Hebrews 12:2-3). 

 
A. God wanted us to experience His life and happiness. 
B. We need to “consider” this so that we keep our joy and don’t grow weary and 

lose heart (Hebrews 12:3). In other words, don’t let the devil steal the joy Jesus 
brings (John 10:10). You can always choose joy (Philippians 4:8). 

C. We can be filled with the Holy Spirit over and over again (Ephesians 5:18-20). 
The supernatural touch of the Spirit brings a distinct joy that nothing else can 
replace. 

 
IV. What kind of joy does heaven bring? 

 
A. Inexpressible and glorious joy (I Peter 1:8-9) 
B. The joy that strengthens you even in your darkest moments (Nehemiah 8:9-11) 
C. The joy that comes from faithful service (Matthew 25:23; II Corinthians 7:4) 
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